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JAMES HARVEY MATHENY 

1856—1918. 
By Miss Effie French. 

On December 11, 1918, there died in Springfield, at the age 
of sixty-two, James Harvey Matheny, a descendent of a well 
known pioneer family, a distinguished member of the Bar, and a 
useful and honored citizen. 

His great-grandfather, James Matheny, in the latter part of 
the eighteenth century, left the beautiful Shenandoah Valley in 
Virginia, and crossed over the mountains to found a new home 
in Kentucky. His son, Charles R. became a Methodist minister, 
and was sent as a missionary into St. Clair County, Illinois. 
Here he married a daughter of Captain Ogle, for whom Ogle 
county was named. While in the ministry he studied law, and 
served several terms in the territorial and state legislatures. 
Becoming a resident of the newly organized Sangamon County, 
he was made County Clerk, an office he filled until his death in 
1839. 

His son, James H. was born in 1818, was admitted to the 
Bar at an early age, and except for a few years when he served 
in the army during the Civil war, continuously practiced his 
profession until 1873, when he was elected County Judge, and 
remained in that position until his death in 1890. His wife was 
Maria Lee, a step-daughter of the brilliant soldier, orator and 
statesman, Col. E. D. Baker, who met his death at Balls Bluff 
early in the Civil war. 

The subject of this sketch, third son of James H. and Maria 
Lee Matheny, was born April 4, 1856, in Springfield, and spent 
his entire life here. Like his father and grandfather before 
him, he was admitted to the Bar while quite young, and con- 
tinued in the practice of his profession with ever increasing suc- 
cess, until the day of his death. Through most of these years 
he was associated with his brother Robert, under the firm name 
of Matheny and Matheny. 
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His legal ability was recognized throughout the state as 
being of a high order, and he was considered a leading authority 
on civil and real estate law. To a profound knowledge of the 
law, he added a mind trained to be cautious, accurate in thought 
and precise in its conclusions. He was Secretary and Treasurer 
of the State Bar Association from 1895 to 1906, and its Presi- 
dent in 1907 and 1908. While never seeking office, he took an 
active interest in politics, and was always ready to throw his 
strength into any movement for the betterment of the com- 
munity. He was one of the most influential members of the 
Congregational churchy and a helper in Y. M. C. A. activities. 

During the world war he was an ardent patriot, freely giv- 
ing his time to war drives, Red Cross work, and the organiza- 
tion of the Springfield Loyal League. 

In business and in private life he was a true gentleman. 
His genial personality, wholesome nature, sympathetic and 
kindly manner endeared him to all. By reason of force of char- 
acter, fine intellect and sterling integrity, he stood high among 
the citizens of the community. Through extensive reading he 
had acquired a knowledge of the great writers of all time, and 
from a well stored mind he spoke and wrote instructively and 
entertainingly, and at times eloquently. He was for many 
years a member of the Illinois State Historical Society, among 
his contributions to its literature being an essay on the life of 
Col. E. D. Baker under the title, "A Modern Knight Errant." 

The soul of honor, of integrity beyond question, a wise 
counsellor, his loss is widely felt. Called in his prime, when 
there seemed to lie before him many years of usefulness, the 
community mourns his loss. 

In 1882 he was united in marriage to Miss Fanny French, 
daughter of the late Dr. Amos Willard French. She survives 
him, as do their four children. The sons, Willard Reynolds and 
Horace Baker were with the army in France at the time of their 
father's death. The daughters are Edith French Matheny of 
Springfield, and Louise, now Mrs. Allan E. Fessenden of State 
College, Pennsylvania. 



